
Somewhere inmy ʻstuff̓ I foundthe Advent
prayer printed below.I cannotgivecredit to the
author as I donotknowwhoit is.Therefore, I am
sendingit to youwith mybestblessingsand
prayers for this seasonofanticipation and
reflection that beganonNovember 29thandleads
us into thecelebration ofthebirth ofChrist.

ThisAdvent Seasonis sofull, socrammedwith
humanemotions–
thewonderinganticipation oflittle children,thejoy
and anxiety ofparents,
the grinding lonelinessofthosefar fromfamily and
home,
theglimmeringhopeofall whofind themeaningof
their life laid in a humblemanger,thewearinessand
despair of thosewhocannotbelieve theold,old story
and thusseeonly the false andugly aspectsofour
celebration.

Break in-break in to all our livesthis day,Lord Jesus.
Cometousasyoucamelongago, in gentlenessand
tendervulnerability.
Evoke in all ofusthat lovewhich alonecan saveus,
and throughussave yourworld. In this seasonof
giving and receiving,wepauseamomentto recall
thegifts youblessuswith at Christmas.

We thank youfor yousnow,comingdownlike a quilt
uponourbusyworld
andquieting us,slowingusdown,
compellinguswilly-nilly to take
time tobewith ourselves.

For your stars,weblessyour name,Frosting so
bright by theseDecembernights,
lifting upour eyes,raising our heads,signaling
acrossthe centuries,
the vastness,the infinity, the sheerandsplendid
glory ofyourcreation.

For your birds,we are grateful, companyingwith us
throughthewinter,
brightening the grays andwhites ofour landscape
with flashing reds
andblues,rich brownandblacks remindingusof
springtime,
ofbirdsong,ofnesting, andofsummersuns.
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For your trees andbusheswe return our thanks; for
thefragrant, lively evergreens-
balsamandfir, spruce,
hemlockandpine,andbitter,
red andglossyholly; primeval
trees that knowthedepthof
winter, havelearnedto live with grace amidthe
cold.

For children, OGod,weblessyou; younglives that
call usback intoour truest selves,blessinguswith
their wonder,their gamesand songs,their curiosity,
their needssosimplysatisfiedafter all – a candy
cane, a coloring book,akiss.

Andfor the child ofBethlehem,yourWord made
flesh,your lovealive andmangeredwith us,rejoicing
in ourwaiting hearts thisseason
througheachandeveryoneoftheseyourgifts.

For all thesegiftswebring our thanks,andadda
prayer for those
whoseblessingshave
beenhard to find,
whosejoys tend tobe
fewandfar between,
askingthat
somehowwemight
beablessing to them

in thenameand for thejoy ofthebabein the
manger. Amen

I was oneofthosechildren who did notgettoo
anxiousaboutChristmas gifts– don t̓ askmewhy; I
just wasn t̓. I wasmuchantsier togettoChristmas
Eve with our family traditions: mydaddecorating
theChristmastree onChristmasEve (!) with the
living roomdoor tightly lockedwhile mymom
wouldmakedelicious potatosalad that we would
enjoy with thebestwieners myparentsʼmeager
fundscould buy.

After ChristmasEve worship service and
supper theliving roomdoorwould beopenedand
therewas the tree inall ofits splendor(real
candles) – andsomegifts,ofcourse.Truth be told: I
cannotwith any amountofcertainty recall many
specific gifts.I know oneChristmas,when I was
quite young,I got“Petra” myall-timefavorite and
beloveddoll anda few years later a doll house
including potsandpansformy little kitchen.Other
than that: beatsme!

Don t̓getmewrong: there always were gifts forme
under the tree until I was in Collegeandmyfather
died.By then I was theonewhomadesure there
were gifts formymotherandmymuchyounger
brother.

Asawife andmotherI dorecall somegiftswe
gaveto oursonsandsomewe received. Andwhile
we usuallywould fret andworry aboutwhat tobuy
andalways are extremelyappreciate for all we
receive (our sonsare kindandgeneroustoward
us),with eachpassingyear I just know that the
memoryofcertain giftswill fadeandoneofuswill
say:Now,when andwhere did we getTHAT?
Maybe this doesnot soundat all like your
household– goodfor you!☺

I do,however, try mybestnot to forgetthegift
that comesat Christmas andkeepsongiving:
Emmanuel, Godwith us.Ofcourse, I amonlymore
or less successful.This begsthe questionhowwell
all ofustry to rememberthat special gift.No,I do
notsit inmyofficeor in front ofmyTV,constantly
ponderingor admiringhow greatagiftwe have
beengiven.

Yet,when all of the Christmasgiftsare used,
forgotten,discarded
or havefallen into
obscurity(Now,
whenandwhere
didwe getTHAT?),
Emmanuel remains
with us.Even if we
cannot remember
or dismissively
disregardwhat we
have beengiven,
Goddoesnot forget. GodkeepsHis promise to be
with usin JesusChrist.



Takeamomentduring this timewe call Advent
andreflect onyour life andwhere you seethat God
has indeed beenthat gift that keepsongiving – can
youtell Emmanuelwas andis with you? Donot
worry that this will changeany time soon. Godhas
madehis dwelling place in ourworld andin our
hearts for good.What agift!

From our houseto yoursa very Merry Christmas
to eachofyou andthoseyou love. In themidstof
chaos,despair, illness andcountlessstruggleswe
are comingto this festive season,I pray, with the
clear recognition that Emmanuel,Godin flesh,is
indeedwith us.

With great fondnessand
truly bestwishes– Pastor
Solveig Zamzow+

Join uson December 13th
at 9:30 amfor a worship service with our small

but mightyband. The Council has designated
one Sunday in November and December for a
service with contemporary music.Bring the

kids, grandmaand your friends! See you then!

We will observe
Adventwith four
Wednesday
eveningservices –
all ofthemwill be
virtually only!

Therewill beno in-persongathering.These
services will replace Pastorʼsmid-weekdevotions
for themonthofDecember.Theservices will be
available for electronic viewing onWednesdays,
December2nd, 9th, 16th and 23rd beginning at
6:30 pm.

In anticipation that Covid-19will still beaconcern
in our wider communityand/or for agoodnumber
ofourmemberhouseholds,we have decided to
offer three ChristmasEve services.Theservices

will beidentical.
The times are 4:00 pm, 6:00 pm, and 10:00 pm.

You can sign up for the time slot you/your family
wishes to attend by using the sign-upsheets on the
round table in the entry, calling the office, or
emailing Pastor at Pastorz@wctatel.net. We will
restrict each time slot to approximately 100
persons.It will be important that you indicate how
many persons will attend. Example: John and Jane
Doe – 7 personstotal. Of course, we recognize last
minute changes may occur. Still, we ask that
everyone will honor this planasmuchasabsolutely
possible. We will stream one of the services on
Facebook and our website; it will be accessible
starting at 8:30 pm on ChristmasEve.

Theservice for this festive daywill takeplacein-
personat our regular worship time,9:30am.This
will beaHoly Communionserviceandit will

not be streamedvirtually!



Our Condolences…toDale Schultz on the lossof his
sister Arleneʼs son,Roy Sletten, age57,fromLakeMills,
who died ofCOVID19onNovember 8th . May God
comfortall whomourn.

…tothe family ofOlgaBorchardt
who passedaway in theearly
morning hoursofNovember 9th.May
Godcomfortall who love andmiss
her andmayhermemory beblessed.
…toArdis Hansonwhomournsthe
deathofher sister,Lillian Loland.
…tothe family of Patsy Schotanus,

who grieve after her death. May Godcomfort them.
We remember…the loved onesofall Covid-19victims
andthosewho lost dear familymembersandfriends for
reasons other than thosewhogetsomuchofour
rightful attention during thesepandemicdays.May God
comfortandstrengthenall sad hearts andmay the
promiseoftheResurrection shinebrightly into thelives
ofall mournersnear andfar.

Thank YouStewards
…toWill Bartz andMarenaHenklewhocontinueto
provide uswith virtual services andPastorʼsFacebook
devotions.
…toour organists, Charlotte Cole,DonnaSchilling and
Marena Henklefor their faithful service andspecial
preludemusic.
…tothe NovemberHospitality Teamled byClarice
Bartz. (In mid-November,our ChurchCouncilmadea
decision todiscontinuefellowship for now.)
…toourNovember counters: DanNack,JasonHackbart,
andMarlin Rosenberg.
…toEmi Kuntz andVal Bork, our Altar Guild stewards
lastmonth.
…toourNovember PA operators, DanNack andJosh
Rosenberg
…toour Ushers for thelastmonth:Paul Hackbart,Garry
Backhaus,DuaineDierks,andMarlin Rosenberg.
…toEmi Kuntz for servingasour Layministry steward
for November.
…toCarol & Linda Koschmederfor the lovely
Thanksgivingdisplay and to Linda for helpingusmany
times puttingupbanners.
…toCandiFeldt for onceagaindonatingtwo advent
wreaths for ourAdventobservance.

Thank YouEmmanuel
…toPastor Z forher visits andcommunion

-Gene&Bettty Rosenberg
…to all who gave memorials in Ellenʼs name

-thefamily ofEllen Glassel
…for all the cardsandgetwell wishesI received after my
recent hospitalization. It means a lot to live in such a
caring community. -LisaBartz

We are making
planstosharewith
you:

“Justa little
Christmas”.

Comeandhear the
story told byour
youngestfollowers
oftheBaby Jesus!

OnSunday,
December 20th

duringWorship!

**********************************************
Amessagefrom our SSsponsoredchild, Lawrence:

2/9/2020 (Sept9)
Dear Sponsor,

It mygreat pleasure to write for you this
letter hopingthat you are good in the
United States. Here in Kenya, me together
with myfamily, we are doing fine and good.

Amso sad to inform you that since the
corona pandemic began,we have been
stayingat home because schools were
closed. How we pray that God is still
fighting for us and we are greatful the
number of victims is still goingdown.

M y onlyprayer is that God protects you
from the virus and grant you good health as
well as your entire family.

Be blessed where you are and mayhe
expand your territories forever.

Yours loving friend,
L awrence Emojong



Did you know…

…thatwe will start upourNoisyOfferingagain? In
keepingwith CDC
guidelineswe will notask
the children togo
throughthepewswith
their little buckets.
However,wewill havea
NoisyOffering bucket
standingin the narthex.
Please bring alongyour
coins, if you sochoose,
andwe will addthemto
ourCampershipFund for ourkids toattend
SummerBible Camp.Thank youformakingthis
important event in thelives of our youngpeople
possible.

$1,500ofour totalChristmasofferingwill be
routed toour Benevolence Fund.This decision
comesto youvia our Stewardship Committee.

STEWARDSHIP MUSINGS

OTannenbaum -For many years we have had
the sameconversation at our house: real or fake –
theChristmastree that is.Sofar, I have ʻwonʼandall
of our trees have been live/natural/real.
Although,over theyears ourtrees havegottenmuch
smaller andI agreedtodecreasethesizeofthe2020
tree evenmore.I also indicatedmywillingness that
perhaps this is indeed the last year before I just
mightbe ready tomake a trip downtown and look
forafakerendition ofthisbelovedholiday tradition.

There wasevena timewhen I thoughtwe should
start a Christmastree farm.Michael has experience
working on oneandknows how to trim those little
evergreens just the right way so they grow up
straight without countless t̒ops .̓ Well, that looked
like toomuchwork, uponfurther study!

Land is a finite resource, so Christmas tree
growers are careful to protect our natural
environment. To minimize resource degradation,
many use the latest proven scientific methods of
field preparation, planting and fertilizer/herbicide
application. I read of a farm where trees are
harvested using helicopters to assure product
freshnesswith minimal environmental impact.The
farm-grown tree is a renewable resource that is
environmentally superior to oil based (plastic)
artificial trees,they say.Natural treesdecomposein
landfills and quickly replenish soil nutrients rather
than release toxins for a period of years. Trees can
be recycled intomulch for gardensafter Christmas.
Besides, thesmell ofa ʻreal treeʼ still is pleasurable
for most noses– short of folks who are allergic, of
course. But, indeed, there are many circumstances
whenandwhere we needtodecidethat anartificial
tree must be our choice. Nowadays there are
wonderful f̒akeʼ trees to be purchased and I have
beenfooledmorethanonceto think atree was l̒iveʼ
when it was not.

The tradition of Christmas trees goes all the way
back to 16th century Germany. Legend has it that
Martin Luther himselfwas theonewhofirst carried
a tree into hishouseandput lightsonit. Like I said:
legendhas it.



Wherever we land with our preference or
whatever backgoundstory we wish to follow, the
greenbranchesoftheChristmastree always remind
us of life. The candles, for those of us who follow
Christ,certainly give credenceto theLord beingthe
light that dispels all darkness. The ornaments we
place on our trees show the love and connections
we have in ourpersonal lives andfamilies.We hang
aspecial ornamentfor eachofour grandchildren on
our tree each Christmas – depicting what was
special and important for the child during the
outgoingyear.

You see, the Christmas tree is not without its
relation to our Stewardship. Whether we look at it
from an environmental standpoint by buying ʻreal̓
treesorwhetherwe reflectonhowtheloveandcare
ofour steadfastGodworks in our lives. Either way:
we are reminded that we are to be goodstewards,
carefulmanagersofwhat Godhasgiven tous.Enjoy
your tree – no matter where and how youget it. It
will bring the sparkle of divine love into your life
once again.

AndspeakingofStewardship: Thankyou toall who
have faithfully continued to bringin their offerings.
Even with diminished numbers in worship and a
period of virtual services only, the members of
Emmanuel have been truly fantastic in supporting
our ministry. Thank you for making sure that
Emmanuel will be well and strong as we look
forward to an end of the pandemicand a renewed
opportunity for worship and fellowship together.
Thank you for your generosity and support of the
KingdomofGodin this time and place.

The last day to
makea
financial
contribution to
Emmanuel and
have it
recorded on
your 2020

statement is Wednesday, December30that noon.
Any fundsreceived thereafterwill be
acknowledgedonyour 2021statement. If this
statementis important for your taxpreparation,
pleasebesure toobserve the deadlineasthe Bank
hasa deadline for us to processfunds.Thank you.

New offering
envelopeshave
beenordered
for 2021and

will beavailable
to pick upby
ChristmasEve.

If youare thechair
ofa standing
Committee or
Auxiliary or have
financial reports to
present at our
AnnualMeeting in
January, pleasebe
sure tohave your

information in thechurchofficenot later than
January 11thas theMeetingwill beonJanuary 31st.
If youare ableto forward it tousin electronic
form,we would very muchappreciate thateffort.
Please keepinmindif yousubmitit electronically,
to usea format that Sharon canmanipulate-so do
not sendin PDF form. Youmaysendit asan
attachmentor in aWord format. If youhave
questionsas to what needsto bereported, feel free
toaskPastor or Sharon for asampleofaprevious
report. We doaskthat youobligeby thedeadline.
Thank you somuch!



Church Council Minutes
October 13th, 2020

Meetingcalled to order by: DarrenMarsh-
President
Attended: Pastor Zamzow,Mark Fredrickson-V
President, Marena Henkle-Stewardship,Sandy
Thompson-Evangelism,Brittany Bartz-Christian
Education,Will Bartz-Youth,SharonHulshizer,
Secretary/Treasurer.
Absent:Michael Cole-Property,Emi Kuntz-Lay
Ministry
Devotions: Sandy Thompson
Education Segment:“A Peculiar Approachto the
Pandemic”,written byBiship DanSelbo
Agendareview: M/S/Cto approve agendaas
amended: under OldBusiness: b) Social Media
and under NewBusiness: a) Nominating
Committeeand b) Annual meetingdate.
Review Printed Minutes: M/S/Cto approve
minutesaswritten.
Treasurerʼs Report: PPP Loan forgivenesspapers
have beensubmitted,waiting for approval.
Treasurerʼs report accepted.

Pastorʼs Report: 1) Copymachineis beingpaid for
monthly with the paymentschedulethrough2023,
a suggestiontomakea larger payment towards the
payoffat sometime.2) Pastor hasbeenvery busy
with preparing and printing sermons,mid-week
devotionals, tapingFacebookdevotionals and
teachinga zoomclasson life as aLutheran in the
Midwest. 3) Theparsonagefront lawn ontheNorth
side hasbeensustaining damagefromthe squirrels
andcouldusereseedingofgrass.4) Building
concerns for thechurch-there are a numberof
items needingaddressed.

Board Highlights:
Stewardship-Written report submitted.The
Board metonOctober8th anddiscussed
Current Estate interest, the foodbankfund,
andbenevolence.There will be less in
benevolencetodistribute this year, but20%
will begivento5entities, after theNALC
commitmentis honored.Thanksgiving offering

will goto benevolenceandthe first $1500of
Christmasofferingwill bedesignatedto
benevolenceaswell, the remaining designated
for theGeneralFund.MissionFest will beon
November8th,with Jo Haffermanfromthe
CaringPregnancy Center asour guestspeaker.
Therewill benopotluckthis year.

Lay Ministry-will bemeetingonthe 15th.
Evangelism-none
Y& E: SS isgoingwell.
Property-Written report submitted:1) The
flooring company hascometo re-gluethe tiles
in theedunit which were notstickingand
mostremain attached.2) Kitchen wall repair:
Kenison Constructionhassubmittedabid to
repair theskimcoatingonthekitchenwall.
Since no other companyhascontacted the
property boardor cometo lookat theproject,
they recommendhiring Kenison.M/S/Cto
followthe Property Board
recommendations.

Membershipreview: none
Unfinished business:
a) Coronavirus/Worship decisions
1) Discussionof re-openingthe nursery for
nursingmothersandthosewith young
children.Memberswill lookinto aprivacy
curtain orblindsfor thewindow.
2) All hymnalswill beputbackinto thepews.

New Business:
a) Nominatingcommittee: Membersare Albert

Ralph, Liz Backhaus,Teri Sorenson,and
Ardis Hanson.

b) Date for AnnualMeeting: Sunday,January
31st,2021hasbeenchosenwith February
7th asa snowdate.

Nextmeetingdevotionʼspreparer: DarrenMarsh
Nextmeetingdate andtime is Tuesday, November
10th at 7:00p.m.
M/S/C-Meetingadjourned with the Lordʼs
Prayer.

-Secretary,SharonHulshizer

Electronic MeetingMinutes
Emmanuel Lutheran Church Council

October 2020
OnOctober 20th, 2020,theChurchCouncil

unanimously passeda vote to accept,without
change,the recommendationof the LayMinistry
CommitteeandPastor Zamzowregarding services

for Thanksgiving,Advent and Christmas.
-Secretary,SharonHulshizer



TWC (The WomenʼsCouncil)
November 17,2020

Charlotte openedwith devotions basedon
Genesis8:15andtitled, Harvest andThanksgiving.
Moseswas told byGodtocelebrate the harvest and
even now,we realize that without Godʼsgreat designfor
us,we would havenothingtocelebrate. TWC opened
with the readingof thepurposestatement.Secretaryʼs
minuteswere read andapproved fromOctober.
Treasurerʼs verbal report sharednochangesin the
Savings account and$4,312.16in checking.There are a
few outstandingbills yet to bepaid.Correspondence
included Thank youʼsfromboththeDecorahandMason
City organizersthat shippedour itemsto LWR. M/S/C
to send$25to the Decorah trucking organization
for taking the LWR itemsin September.

OldBusiness:1) LWR Projects:Quiltingdays
will bedeterminedasneeded,mostlikely after thefirst
of the year.Clarice will betakingsomequilts to One
Vision.2) Yearbooks:will beprinted fordistribution
nextmonthfor thoseinterested in having one.
3) Bible Study: thefinal onewill beonNovember23rd
for thisyear andwe will re-evaluateafter thefirst ofthe
year whether tocontinueor not.4) Kitchen Remodeling
Project: SamVenechukmetwith theKitchen
Committeeto discussthe option ofreplacing one setof
doublesinks in thenew islandwith onelarger and
deepersink.Thecommitteewill look into pricing of
sinks, faucets,andother items neededfor the
remodelingproject.Theywill alsotalk with the
Property Committeeabouthow toproceedtomake
sure all areas ofremodelingare covered in thegrant
application in thespring.5) Fellowship TeamV: a
replacement unit leader hasbeenfoundfor this team
andwe thankTeresa Sorensonfor beingwilling tohead
this.6) Love/Thankoffering:will continuetobe
collected throughNovemberandusedfor budgetary
commitmentsandendof theyear distributions. 7) Soup
Supper: adateofFebruary 7thhasbeententatively set
anddiscussionwas heldaboutanalternative tonot
beingable tohave it in person.

New Business: LRH ChristmasGifts:Charlotte
will contactMavis StevenstoseehowLRH is handling
this for theupcomingChristmas season. Upcoming
dates:Bible Study: Monday,November23rd at10:00
a.m.;DecemberTWC: Tuesday, December15th at 9:00
a.m. Meetingadjournedwith theLordʼsPrayer.

-Secretary,SharonHulshizer

Financial Balance Informationfor
October 1-31,2020

General Fund

BeginningBalance: $3,316.64

Interest: $7.08
OfferingRevenues: $14,503.33
E-givingRevenues: $1,473.87
Total Revenues: $15,984.28
Total revenues+Beg balance: $19,300.92
Expenses: $11,962.81

End ofmonthBalance: $7,338.11



DECEMBER 2020 (All events subject to Covid restrictions)
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

29 1st Sunday ofAdvent 30 1

December issue
Comingsoon…

2
Confirmation
4:30p.m.

AdventService
(virtual)
6:30p.m.

3
Bible Study
9:30a.m.

4 5

6 2nd Sunday ofAdvent

9:30Worship
with Holy Communion

10:40Sunday School

7 8
ChurchCouncil

6:00p.m.

9
Confirmation
4:30p.m.

AdventService
(virtual)
6:30p.m.

10

Bible Study
9:30a.m

11 12

13 3rd Sunday ofAdvent
ContemporaryService

w/band

9:30Worship
10:40Sunday School

14 15
TWC

(The Womenʼs
Council) 9:00

a.m.

16
Confirmation
4:30p.m.

AdventService
(virtual)
6:30p.m.

17

Bible Study
9:30a.m

18 19

20 4th Sunday ofAdvent

9:30Worship
(SS Program)

No Sunday
School

21 22 23
NoConfirmation

AdventService
(virtual)
6:30p.m.

24
ChristmasEve

Services
4p.m.,6p.m.,
and10p.m.

(Online by 8:30pm)

25
Christmas Day
Service with

Holy
Communion
9:30 a.m.

(No virtual service)

26

271st Sunday ofChristmas

9:30Worship
NoSunday School

28 29 30

NoConfirmation

31

NoBible Study

1
New Year's Day

2
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